CAMBS & HUNTS CBA




       WELCOME PACK

Website:  http://www.cambsbridge.org.uk/  

Welcome to the Cambs & Hunts Contract Bridge Association.  This pack aims to give a brief summary of what the county offers, how to find out more, and how to make your views felt. 

What you get
a) A thrice-yearly newsletter, which can be downloaded from the web-site. 
b) The chance to play in county events and access to the wider benefits of the English Bridge Union, which runs the game on a national level.  
c) Tuition, directing courses and various other events - if there is something we don’t run that you would like - let us know! 
However, more than this, by joining the county you will be supporting the fabric of the game, from fundamentals such as teaching and promoting the game, through to the practicalities, such as bridge tables, stationery and cards.

Representation
The county is led by President Andrew Lansley CBE, MP, and Vice Presidents Tony Oram and Dave Harrison.  The county is run by its managing committee.  Each club has a delegate to this committee, and you should make sure your views get heard, either by talking to your delegate, or by contacting the committee directly.  We are always on the look out for ways to improve what we do, and for more people to assist in the running of the county. 

Contacts:
Chairman: Chris Jagger (general bridge advice/knowledge, newsletter)
01223 526586

Secretary: Paul Bond (coordination of all county matters)
29chcba@systems.co.uk
Membership: Penny Riley
penny.riley@ntlworld.com
01223 246908

Captain: Chris Larlham
Clar365164@aol.com
01799 586507

Teaching: Gladys Gittins
gladys.g40@ntlworld.com
01223 244443
Webmaster: David Allen
david@djallen.org.uk

Events
County competitions are intended for all our members (our top players are often off in far parts of the kingdom playing in various National events, so you may well avoid playing against them), though having said that, there is some variation in the level and purpose of the different competitions.  Anybody who plays regularly at a local club should not be out of place in our competitions - they are an excellent opportunity to meet different people, and to get that extra game in when you find your club night is not enough! 

 
More and more county events are now using pre-dealt boards, with hand records, and sometimes even commentaries to go with them.  Below is a rough guide to the events - but ultimately the best way to find out about anything in the county is to ask.  If you don’t have a partner, ask the organiser to see if they can find a suitable victim! 

For information about dates for current events, visit  http://www.cambsbridge.org.uk/  
Bridge League:  The county now runs a bridge league with four divisions, for teams of four.  A bit like the football leagues, matches are played in participants’ homes or clubs, with promotion/relegation each season.  This provides an ideal opportunity to compete against players of the same level as yourself. 

Novice Players Tournament:  A friendly event for those that have not played in competitions before - run by people with a wealth of experience of teaching beginners, this is a great event to start with. There is a trophy for the winners.
County (formerly Jubilee) Swiss Pairs:  Swiss pairs is an exciting format, which ensures you play against somebody currently on the same score as yourself, and is therefore another excellent way to break into the competition scene. This competition has a trophy and prizes. This is open to any Cambs and Hunts member.
County Individual:  If you don’t have a partner, or even if you do, this is the one for you.  You play two boards with each person, in heats at the clubs.   The top few from each club then go on to a county final. There is a trophy for the winner.
County Pairs:  Heats of the county pairs are run at most clubs, so just go along and the top few pairs from each heat meet in the county final. This event is green pointed and has a trophy.
County Knockout:  This is a teams of four knockout competition, played in competitors’ homes.  What can be better than having a nice evening of bridge at home, with a bit of food (and my tip if you want to win - lubricate the opponents with some of your finest!).  For those people going out in the first round, there is also a Plate competition, run on similar lines. There are green points and a trophy.
County Swiss Teams:  This is an event for teams of four, run in the popular swiss format, in which you play against teams on the same score as yourself.  A friendly event which has traditionally been very popular in the county. 

Garden Cities:  This is for club teams of eight, with each club being allowed to enter as many teams as it wishes.  This serves as a qualifier for the national Garden Cities tournament. 

Eastern Counties League:  The county has three teams of eight that compete in this league.  With seven matches each year, and each team picked separately, the county captain is always happy to give new faces an opportunity to play in the C team. 

Website:  http://www.cambsbridge.org.uk 
